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This article provides a review of
the monograph entitled “Student
Cooperatives and Expanded Activity of
Schools with the Aim to Increase the
Quality of Education and Social
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OBPAZOBAFSA 1 BERE COLVIATHE Republic of Serbia”, that was published
YKIbYHEHOCTM LLIKOJICKE LELIE by Institute of Economic Sciences in
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2011. Authors of this monograph
explored the introduction of expanded
activity and execution of activities
within student cooperatives in public
Mirosinka Dinkt, Kosovka  primary and secondary schools in
Ognjenovi and Aleksandra  Serbia. They presented both the
Brankovi legislative framework, that outlines
Institute of Economic Sciences reglization of these activities in schools,
Belgrade, 2011, 171 p and practical experiences, illustrated by

the results of an empirical research. In additianthors explored the
practice of functioning of similar activities in plic schools in selected
transition countries and in old member states @ Huropean Union.
According to relevant regulation in the area of ation, “expanded
activity” of a school is defined as an activity whicomplements, but does
not hinder, school’'s regular educational activitiesd as such it may
include production, sale, provision of other seegicetc. On the other
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hand, student cooperatives are regulated by lawdutation and on
cooperatives. These two types of additional astisimay appear alike, but
certain differences are present in terms of proeiuthat follow
registration of an additional activity, obtainingrmissions and certificates,
establishing the managing bodies, etc. In regarthéo aforementioned
similarity, they are rather observed as complemgraetivities of schools

This article provides a review of the monographitieat “Student
Cooperatives and Expanded Activity of Schools vt Aim to Increase
the Quality of Education and Social Inclusion oh&al Children in the
Republic of Serbia”, that was published by Insétof Economic Sciences
in 2011. Authors of this monograph explored theodtiction of expanded
activity and execution of activities within studectoperatives in public
primary and secondary schools in Serbia. They ptede both the
legislative framework, that outlines realization tfese activities in
schools, and practical experiences, illustratethieyresults of an empirical
research. In addition, authors explored the practf functioning of
similar activities in public schools in selectedmnsition countries and in
old member states of the European Union. Accortbnglevant regulation
in the area of education, “expanded activity” aécnool is defined as an
activity which complements, but does not hinderhosd's regular
educational activities, and as such it may inclygteduction, sale,
provision of other services, etc. On the other hahatlent cooperatives are
regulated by laws on education and on cooperatiVegse two types of
additional activities may appear alike, but certdififerences are present in
terms of procedures that follow registration of additional activity,
obtaining permissions and certificates, establgtiiee managing bodies,
etc. In regard to the aforementioned similaritgyttare rather observed as
complementary activities of schools.

The monograph includes nine sections. The firstdaaiions provide
background, goals and outline of the publicatiompkasizing that the
main goals of the research are at least twofole publication intends,
firstly, to stimulate creators of educational p@g to boost legislative
activities in order to supplement existing regulatdramework, and,
secondly, to encourage the schools take proactp@roach, if they
recognize the purpose of setting up additionalvaes, and to involve
students, teachers and other members of schoal§’istthese activities.
The publication continues with presenting a summairkey findings,
conclusions and recommendations and descriptidgheofnethods utilised
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in carrying out the research. Analysis of the nalaegulatory framework
for expanded activities and student cooperatives, eomparison with
functioning of these activities in neighbouring n@ries and the European
Union, are given as separate sections. The emiphésaarch is divided
into two sections: (i) that leads to cognition amdtioning of expanded
activities and student cooperatives; and (ii) thaveals attitudes,
expectations and state of capacities of schoolglwdid not extend their
activities. This part of the research was basedespecially tailored
surveys that were carried out for two nationallgresentative subsamples
of public primary and secondary schools. Both stheath and without
additional activities were covered by the reseaiidie publication ends
with main conclusions and recommendations. Alse,rdferences used in
the research are provided, as well as an annexthétisurvey tools and a
broader overview of relevant regulation in forcesatected countries.

This publication abounds with numerous results atatistical
figures. However, there are several findings that \@orth mentioning.
Key findings related to the regulatory frameworhkttiguides realisation of
additional activities in schools pointed out to taek of by-laws, other
accompanying legislation and internal documentsdhools that would
significantly improve realisation of additional mfies. Missing
legislation and other documents need to be adoptedrder to make
procedures more precise, such as those relatée totroduction of a new
concept of public education financing, financiapeoding, spending of
revenues earned by execution of extended activétings activities within
student cooperatives, creation of evidences, quaditrol, engagement of
pupils under the age of fifteen, engagement of hiegc staff, etc. In
comparison with other observed countries, one @aclade that public
schools in Serbia have similar problems like school other former
socialist countries. Some valuable solutions that ®e examined as
examples of good practice in functioning of additibactivities in schools
can be provided by the new member states of thepgean Union. Primary
schools most frequently register student coopesatiwvhile extended
activities are more often present in secondaryashélowever, secondary
schools deal more successfully than primary schadls almost all types
of activities registered within student cooperadivia particular, secondary
vocational schools, either due to educational [@efiand available
capacities or optional subjects, more successfahgcute additional
activities in comparison with other observed scho@xpanded activities
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are found to be more profitable than student capas, particularly if
they enable schools to provide various kinds ofFises. Encouraging
children to develop their entrepreneurial skillansufficiently present in
schools without extended activities and studenpeaatives. Utilisation of
resources earned by execution of additional amss/ifor greater social
inclusion of children from marginalised groups i®t nappropriately
recognized by schools.

The general conclusion of the research is thainebet activities and
student cooperatives are still in the early stagesheir developments,
although student cooperatives have existed in dstiooseveral decades.

Some important issues recognized in this publicatiere further
explored in scientific articles. Among them, théluance of factors that
contribute to the increase in the likelihood of emdion of schools’
activities was deeply analysed. The estimation mgrapriate statistical
models extracted the factors that significantly tabaote to the predicted
likelihood of extension of schools’ activities. Opné the most important
results is that participation of schools in the repteneurial skills
development programs increases the likelihood ¢éreston of schools’
activities by 0.14 percentage points, holding alheo factors fixed
(Ognjenoveé and Brankow, 2012).

The relevance of the topic explored in the mondgrapemphasized
by the reviewers, as well as the authors’ contidmst to illuminating
issues that are important for setting up and ratdis of additional
activities in schools. One of the reviewers conetlithat “this monograph,
classified as a publication of national relevanepresents valuable source
of information, conclusions and recommendationsafbparticipants in the
process of making decisions in the Ministry of Ealien and Science, in
other relevant government bodies, and in schoots @her institutions
interested in functioning expanded activities atdient cooperatives, as
well as a good scientific and analytical basisftother specific research in
this area” (Kova-Cerovic, 2011). These conclusions are confirmed by two
other reviewers too. One of them has written th& monograph can be
observed as an “instructive document that may bhetfp to creators of
education policies in the conceptualisation of exjgal activities in
primary and secondary schools” (Maksimgv2011). The other reviewer
stated that this monograph as *“the first nationabligation” which
explores setting up and functioning of expandedvitiels and student
cooperatives “will trigger further deeper reseaschethis area, because of
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many questions that have been opened in this b{®atove-Markovic,
2011).

As authors of this monograph we would be more thaopy if this
publication would contribute to the further devetognt of these additional
activities in schools, to the affirmation of actilearning through regular
and extracurricular activities of schools, to theerof knowledge on
importance of development of entrepreneurial skillshildren, and to the
greater social inclusion of children in all schodstivities. We highly
recommend this publication to academic fora, theis8dty in charge of
education, schools and other interested institsti@nd individuals,
because it contains illustrative findings on thstiitional setting and
schools’ environment and some practical knowledgefunctioning of
expanded activities and student cooperatives ifigpabhools in Serbia.
Ucenicke zadruge i proSirena delatnost u cilju péaeja kvaliteta obrazovanja i ve
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