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Regional cooperation among the parliaments from Western Balkan 
countries, started in 2004, at the Regional Parliamentary Conference: “The 
Role of Parliaments in Economic Policy and Institutional and Legal 
Reforms in South East Europe” held in Dubrovnik (2004), organized by 
the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation, OECD and the Stability Pact/ Investment 
Compact for South East Europe. The main conclusion of the conference 
was that Parliaments from the region should have a key role to play in the 
process of economic reform, as their task is to enact or amend legislation 
that provides the legal framework of economic activities and their 
challenge is to establish rules that are coherent, effective and stable.  
Investors require quality legislation, which provides legal certainty and 
stability and is favorable to the development of a market economy.  
 
During this Conference the idea of conducting a regional project that 
focuses on the role of parliaments in the economic reform process was 
conceived. The regional project was conducted  by the OECD Investment 
Compact and GTZ Open Regional Fund for SEE – Legal Reform,  whose 
frame included country studies for Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia. The main focus of these country 
reports was to review the process of drafting  legislation, analyze the 
parliamentary process and assess the process of implementing legislation 
in general and parliamentary oversight of the implementation process. 
Based on the findings from the country studies, the regional overview was 
drafted, and these findings were presented at the regional conference, 
which was held in Miločer, Montenegro, on 7-8 October 2008. During the 
Conference the idea for establishing a regional network of parliamentary 
committees for economy and finance was initiated, which would result in 
institutionalization of the existing regional cooperation. 
 
The need for the continuation of the cooperation among the Western 
Balkan parliaments after the completion of the regional project, resulted in 
the organization of the Regional Conference in Belgrade (March 2009), 
where the Regional Declaration of cooperation among the Western 
Balkan Parliaments was signed and the Regional Network of 

FORWARD 
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Parliamentary Committees for Economy and Finance of the Western 
Balkan countries, was established, with the aim of advancing the 
cooperation among the parliaments from this region.  
 
The benefits of having this kind of Network are, based on the following 
facts, that: (i) all the countries in the region, except Albania, share the 
common heritage and experience coming from ex Yugoslavia, including 
the common market, common regulations and similar language; (ii) All the 
countries in the region are in the process of European integrations, and in 
parallel to harmonizing their national legislations with the European one, 
they are also mutually harmonizing the legislations among themselves, 
thus creating harmonized legislative framework at the level of the region.   
 
In that regard it has been agreed that the area of cooperation should cover: 
(i) Sharing the information in area of economy and economic legislation; 
(ii) Monitoring the methodology of proposing the regulations, and the role 
of Committees and working bodies in that process; (iii) Harmonization of, 
already adopted regulations, with the European legislation; (iv) Monitoring 
the procedure of proposing the laws, especially those referring to 
harmonization of regulations with the European legislation. Because of 
unequal staffing and expert capacities in Committees and in general, the 
experience of those more advanced would be of great benefit for the 
countries lagging behind in the process. 
 
The agreed activities of the  Network  were: (i) to exercise cooperation 
through parliamentary expert bodies; (ii) to organize meetings of the 
Committee representatives in some of the parliaments in order to share the 
information and experiences on the spot; (iii) to exchange annual work 
plans and to participate in the work of other parliaments’ committees, (iv) 
as well as to organize joint sessions within bilateral and multilateral 
parliamentary cooperation when discussing key infrastructural projects and 
issues of importance for the entire Region.  
 
Even though it was envisaged that the committees meet once a year, the 
economic crisis which strongly hit the countries of the region, led to 
the postponement of the network meetings, reducing their cooperation 
mostly to personal contacts and exchange of information among the 
members of the committees from the countries of the region.  



The first 
Committe
named: T
Cutting P
Belgrade 
of the Re
and the I
emphasiz
parliamen
 
The obje
strengthen
finances i
dilemma:
stimulatin
the trade 
 
The Wes
for the 
parliamen
Finance a
the drafti
parliamen
Western B
 

Gordana Č
Deputy S

Michael E
Director o

Dejan Eri
Director o

Regional W
ees for Eco

The Role of
Public Spe
on 3rd Mar

epublic of S
Institute of

zed the impo
nts and scien

ctives of th
ning the ca
in order to 
 whether 

ng the econ
in the regio

tminster Fo
continuation
nts through
and Econom
ing of a th
nts’ role in 
Balkan coun

 
Čomić 
peaker of th

 
Ehrke 
of the Fried

ić 
of the Institu

Workshop o
onomy and 
f Parliament
ending or 
rch 2012, an
Serbia, Frie
f Economic
ortance of c
ntific comm

he worksho
apacity of p

play more 
to give p

nomy, and (
on. 

oundation f
n of the 

h their Ne
my. To supp
hree-year re

promoting
ntries. 

he National 

drich Ebert F

 

ute of Econ

of The Regi
Finance of
ts in the Pr
Stimulating

nd was co-o
drich Ebert

c Sciences 
closer and c

munity.  

op were to
parliamentar

important r
priority to 
(iii) the Eco

for Democr
cooperation

etwork of 
port this reg
egional prog
g competitiv

Assembly 

Foundation 

nomic Scien

ional Netwo
f the Weste
rocess of D
g the Econ
organized b
t Foundatio
from Belg

continuous 

discuss (i)
ry committe
role in econ

cutting p
onomic and

racy (WFD)
n among t
Parliamenta

gional coope
gramme aim
veness and 

of the Repu

Office in B

nces, Belgra

ork Of Parl
rn Balkan C
eciding on 
nomy, was
y National 

on Office in
grade. The 

cooperation

) the possib
ees for eco
nomic polic
public spen
d political b

)recognized
the Wester
ary Comm
eration, WF
med at Stre
economic 

ublic of Serb

Belgrade 

ade 

15 

liamentary 
Countries, 
Priorities: 

s held in 
Assembly 

n Belgrade 
workshop 
n between 

bilities for 
nomy and  
cy, (ii) the 
ndings or 
barriers to 

d the need 
rn Balkan 

mittees for 
FDinitiated 
engthening 
growth in 

bia 



 16

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
It is difficult to name and express gratitude to all those who strongly 
supported this cooperation and contributed to the signing of Regional 
Declaration of cooperation among the Western Balkan Parliaments and 
establishement of the Regional Network of Parliamentary Committees for 
Economy and Finance of the Western Balkan countries.  
 
Special thanks are due to Beriz Belkić, former President of the House of 
Representatives in the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Gordana Čomić, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 
of the Republic of Serbia, Edmond Spaho, Chairman of the Stranding 
Committee on Economy and Finance in the Albanian Parliament, Ljubisav 
Ivanov Singo, Chariman of the Macedonian Parliament Standing 
Committee on  Economy, Aleksandar Damjanović, Chairman of the 
Montenegrin Parliament Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget, and 
Mirjana Rаdаković, Assistant Secretary-General of the National Assembly 
of the Republic of Serbi, for their contribution to strengthening 
parliamentary cooperation among the countries of the region.  
 
We would also like to thank the organizers of this regional workshop, the 
Belgrade office of Friedrich Ebert Foundation, for making this event 
happen, Serbian Parliament, for hosting this event, and Institute of 
Economic Sciences, for bringing science closer to the parliaments. 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 



 

 
 
CIP - Каталогизација у публикацији 
Народна библиотека Србије, Београд 
 
338.22(497.11) 
342.53:338.24 
 
РЕГИОНАЛНА конференција мреже парламентарних  
одбора за економију и финансије Западног      
Балкана Улога парламента у процесу            
одлучивања о приоритетима: смањење јавних  
трошкова или стимулисање економије (2012 ;   
Београд) 
   Zbornik radova Regionalne konferencije    
mreže parlamentarnih odbora za ekonomiju i    
finansije Zapadnog Balkana - Uloga parlamenta 
u procesu odlučivanja o prioritetima:         
smanjenje javnih troškova ili stimulisanje    
ekonomije, [Beograd 3. mart 2012] /           
[organizatori] Narodna skupština Republike    
Srbije ... [et al.] = [organizers] National   
Assembly of the Republic of Serbia ;          
urednici, edited by Slavica Penev, Isidora    
Beraha. - Beograd : Narodna skupština         
Republike Srbije : Kancelarija Friedrich      
Ebert fondacije : Institut ekonomskih nauka,  
2012 (Valjevo : Topalović). - 147, 156 str. : 
graf. prikazi, tabele ; 25 cm 
 
Tekst štampan u međusobno obrnutim smerovima. 
- Nasl. str. prištampanog engl. prevoda:      
Proceedings of the Regional Workshop of the   
Regional Network of Parlamentary Committees   
for Economy and finance of the Western Balkan 
Countries The Role of Parliaments in the      
Process of Deciding on Priorities - cutting   
public spending or stimulating the economy, 3 
march 2012, Belgrade. - Tiraž 500. - Str.     
13-15: Predgovor / Gordana Čomić, Michael     
Ehrke, Dejan Erić. - Napomene i bibliografske 
reference uz tekst. 
 
ISBN 978-86-80315-95-9 
1. Пенев, Славица [уредник] 2. Република     
Србија. Народна скупштина (Београд) 
a) Парламент - Економска функција b)       
Србија - Економска политика 
COBISS.SR-ID 191893004 
 
 




